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APPENDIX 


To Hearings October 29, 30, 1959, in Philadelphia, by the Subcom- 
mittee on Internal Security of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the United States Senate. 


COMMUNIST ILLUSION AND DEMOCRATIC REALITY 
By J. Edgar Hoover 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Department of 
Justice 


TOTAL STRUGGLE 


The United States is involved in a world crisis. We did not create the 
crisis. The Communists in Russia began it in 1917 when they overthrew their 
liberal democratic government to establish a dictatorship. It was their inten- 
tion then, and it has been their goal ever since, to use that revolutionary weapon 
to establish a world dictatorship. This is the basis of our present-day crisis. 
No one can predict how long the crisis will continue. We do know, however, 
that it has become a total struggle between two fundamentally opposed social 
systems. The Communist system says “Man is only what he eats.” The demo- 
cratic system says “Not by bread alone does man live but also by the things of 
the spirit.” In this profound difference is to be found the intense drama of 
the conflict. 

CRUCIAL PHASE 


We are now entering a crucial phase in this global contest between world 
freedom and international communism. Free peoples everywhere must con- 
stantly reexamine their thinking and procedures. They must reappraise the 
challenge of communism in the light of current Communist tactics. From this 
reappraisal there must come a new, fearless, flexible, and positive long-range 
course of action to what can only be viewed as an extended struggle for the 
minds and loyalties of men, women, and children in all lands. 


KEY ROLE 


In this struggle, you who attended the national strategy seminar of July 1959 
can play a key role. You can play this key role because, though global in 
scope, this decisive conflict between communism and democracy will be resolved 
ultimately by the thinking you do, the leadership you provide, and the sacrifices 
you make in your own individual communities. 

To a democracy, the importance of local communities cannot be overempha- 
sized. It is there that social understanding and growth takes root. It is there 
that education, business, labor, and religion take on form and substance to 
influence, nourish, vitalize, and give direction to our national life. It is in our 
local communities that cogent, penetrative thinking should be done now to 
reevaluate the position of this Nation in the present world crisis. From this 
constructive effort can come a decisive contribution to formulating and carrying 
out a coordinated, comprehensive, affirmative international strategy which will 
ultimately insure the supremacy of freedom over all types of totalitarianism. 
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COMMUNIST REEVALUATION 


World communism, under the dictatorship of the Soviet Union, has already 
reevaluated the world balance of power and altered its tactics accordingly 
No less an authority than N. S. Khrushchev has proclaimed—and implicitly 
warned—that “* * * a serious change has occurred in the balance of forces be. 
tween the countries of socialism and capitalism in favor of the socialist nations” 

Whether or not we agree with this Communist analysis is beside the point 
The important fact is that this analysis underlies the current Communist tactic 
with which we must contend. Nor can we completely discount Communist capa- 
bilities. Despite the fact that many Communist claims are highly exaggerateg 
the existence of the Communist bloc of nations as a potent factor on the inter. 
national scene cannot be ignored. 


PREDATORY EMPIRE 


From “a specter * * * haunting Europe” a little over 100 years ago, the 
Communist movement has developed into a predatory empire which now controls 
one-quarter of the land area of the world and which boasts of its dominatioy 
over nearly 1 billion people—approximately one-third of the world’s population, 
Elated by recent Soviet scientific, technological, and economic successes—anq 
reinforced by demonstrated military might—the leaders of the world Communist 
movement think they can deal from a position of arrogant power. 


NEW OFFENSIVE 


Spurred by the realization of these capabilities, world communism hag 
launched a broad political-economic offensive. The old fear of “capitalist ep. 
circlement,” which gave rise to the defensive Soviet approach to international 
affairs during the 1920’s and the 1930's, is gone. In its place, there has developed 
a dynamic, aggressive, competitive spirit. The time-tested Communist tactics— 
propaganda, front group activity, diplomatic maneuvers, and the united front— 
have not been abandoned. They are now being implemented by such programs as 
extensive economic aid, technical assistance, and the interchange of delegations, 
All of these are carefully planned and coordinated on a worldwide scale to further 
the advancement of communism. This multipronged offensive has been adroitly 
cloaked under the saccharine slogans of peaceful coexistence and peaceful com- 
petition, in an effort to lull the free world into a false sense of security. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN 


Basic to all other aspects of this offensive, however, is the psychological 
struggle. This is the campaign to win the minds and loyalties of men. It 
explains the use by Communists—to a degree unprecedented in history—of every 
means of mass communication in their efforts to mold men’s minds. 


PROPAGANDA BARRAGE 


Measured in terms of its subtlety, diversity, vigor, and extent, the worldwide 
Communist propaganda onslaught must be rated a substantial one. No medium 
is overlooked in extolling the merits of communism while, at the same time, 
exploiting social, political, and economic unrest throughout the non-Communist 
world. Radio, television, motion pictures, and all forms of the printed word are 
linked with diplomatic measures, trade agreements, offers of economic and techni- 
cal assistance, and international trade fairs to subject the free world to a co 
tinuous propaganda barrage. Employed in close conjunction and coordination 
with Communist economic and political machinations, propaganda, one of the 
most powerful weapons in the Communist arsenal, becomes even more formidable. 
Woven around the themes of peaceful coexistence and peaceful competition, this 
campaign of psychological pressure can be expected to increase substantially 
in both variety and intensity in the years to come. 

That the Communists regard the psychological struggle as fundamental is ev 
dent not only positively from their vast propaganda effort, but also negatively 
from their obsession for insulating those they have enslaved from any exposure 
to what are considered unorthodox—and, therefore, dangerous—influences. 
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INEVITABILITY AND INVINCIBILITY 


Implicit in all Communist propaganda, whether designed for domestic or 
foreign consumption, is the premise that the ultimate triumph of communism 
js inevitable because the Communist nations are invincible. Communist propa- 

da portrays peace, social progress, and economic prosperity as characteristics 
of the Comurunist world. The non-Communist world, on the other hand, is 
pictured as seething with wars, economic exploitation, and social upheaval. By 
identifying the Communist world as the hero and the free world as the villain 
jn the drama of historical progress, Communist propaganda represents the 
triumph of communism, not only as inevitable, but as the victory of good over evil. 


PROPAGANDA GOALS 


While extremely flexible, Communist propaganda exhibits an extraordinary 
similarity and consistency throughout the entire world. The centralized plan- 
ning, control, and direction required for this coordination are provided by Agit- 
prop, a section of the central committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. Once the “party line’ has been set by Agitprop, it is dutifully echoed by 
the Communist Parties throughout the world as one phase of their unrelenting 
efforts (1) to indoctrinate non-Communists in Communist ideology ; (2) to divide, 
weaken, confuse, and neutralize all anti-Communist opposition ; and (3) to defend 
the Soviet Union at all costs. 

ROLE OF THE PARTY 


Every Communist Party is a highly organized revolutionary group whose mem- 
bers are motivated by a zeal which rivals religious fanaticism in its intensity. 
All parties are bound together, not only by a common ideology, but by close 
“fraternal” ties. As such, they represent an interlocking, international con- 
spiracy dedicated to the overthrow of all non-Communist governments. Owing 
their allegiance only to the Soviet Union, they offer it their unquestioned and 
undeviating support and serve, in effect, as conspiratorial agents of this foreign 
power. 

INTERNAL THREAT 


The Communist Party, U.S.A., as an integral part of the international Commu- 
nist movement, represents a beachhead of subversion within our own Nation. 
As long as the Communist movement threatens to impose its domination on the 
entire world, the party will represent a serious threat to our internal security. 
Consciously modeled after the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Commu- 
nist Party, U.S.A., is today a tightly knit, hard-core group which offers its 
unswerving allegiance to the Soviet Union. In the showdown with the United 
States which the Communists insist is inevitable, there is no doubt that the 
Soviet Union is relying heavily on the party as an advance element within our 
borders. 

ORGANIZATIONAL WEAPON 


Every Communist Party is an organizational weapon. Its strength lies in the 
day-to-day practical application of Communist ideology by each individual party 
member. Communist theory is not a mere dogma. It is a guide to action. 
Every Communist unhesitatingly sacrifices his personal life to advance the cause 
of communism. He is not bound by any of the traditional moral or ethical 
scruples. Any action—violent or peaceful, lawful or unlawful, moral or immoral, 
open or covert—which will promote Communist goals, automatically becomes 
justified. His every tactic is guided by the principle that he is actively at war 
with the entire non-Communist world and that this conflict is not restricted to 
the political, social, and economic fields, but invades every phase of human 
endeavor. Thus, the ultimate strength of communism lies in its flexible ideology 
translated into organized action by the rigid discipline and militant dedication 
with which every individual Communist is imbued. 


FRAUDULENT SCIENCE 


The Communists assert that Marxism-Leninism—an atheistic and material- 
istic philosophy—is based on a scientific analysis and interpretation of nature 
and history. But, Marxism-Leninism is no science. It is actually an extremely 
flexible hodgepodge of half-truths and errors used by a tyrannical clique to 
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suit immediate political needs. The absurdity of calling Marxism-Leninism , 
science is apparent. No science finds consistency in the most Startling 
contradictions. 

GLARING CONTRADICTIONS 


In the name of ending the exploitation of the common man, the Communist 
hierarchy has developed into a parasitic ruling class which has impose a 
ruthless tyranny over millions. In the name of humanity, communism gy 
presses the most elementary human values and robs the individual of his inher. 
ent dignity and worth. In what is pictured as a workers’ paradise, slave labor 
is commonplace and the workingman is denied the right to strike. In the 
regime which claims to have eliminated all discrimination, anti-Semitism js 
virtually official policy. The pretension that communism stands for nationg) 
independence is flagrantly contradicted by the brutal suppressions of the Up. 
risings in Bast Germany, Hungary, and Tibet. 


FALSE PHILOSOPHY 


Communist philosophy is demonstrably false. Communist tactics—individuy 
and mass terrorism, infiltration and subversion, the abrogation of treaties, to 
mention just a few—are abhorrent to the entire civilized world. Yet cop. 
munism represents a massive effort to transform not only the world but human 
nature itself. It offers the dream of a worldwide society in which, it jg 
claimed, there will be lasting peace and harmony. 


PURSUIT OF AN ILLUSION 


In the search for this utopia, the individual Communist is transformed from 
a mere ideological adherent into a militant, disciplined agent whose entire life 
is blindly devoted to the Communist cause. This clarion call to action motivates 
Communists and instills in them their fervor to change the world. Yet, in their 
goal of a worldwide stateless, classless, godless society, the Communists are 
pursuing an illusion. It is an illusion because man, by nature, is meant for 
diversity, creativeness, freedom, change, and growth. No monolithic, static, 
standardized, totalitarian world-Communist society can provide the proper 
climate. It is also an illusion because man’s origin, purpose, and destiny are 
intelligible—a fact Communist society ignores. 

If this Communist illusion can inspire such intense Communist energy, shouli 
not our obviously superior way of life, rooted in the realities of human nature, 
stimulate at least an equal measure of dedication in our adherents? The answer 
is yes—provided that the individual citizen realizes the specious nature of 
communism and is firmly grounded in the principles and traditions of ou 
Nation. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURES 


Our way of life is so far superior, both spiritually and materially, to Com- 
munist totalitarianism that, until recently, we assumed that our citizens did not 
need any specialized knowledge or training to withstand Communist psycho 
logical pressures. This somewhat naive presumption was abruptly dispelled 
during the Korean war. In military combat on the battlefield, the men of or 
fighting forces acquitted themselves admirably. Unfortunately, however, in 
the indiivdual, personal, ideological conflict with their Communist captors, 
some American prisoners of war capitulated. The majority of these who col- 
laborated with the Chinese Communists were unable to resist Communist it 
doctrination by practitioners skilled in the technique of the big lie. 


DISTURBING REPORT 


A 5-year study of the conduct of American prisoners of war during the Koreaa 
conflict was made by the U.S. Army. The findings of this study are disturbing. 

Almost one out of every three American prisoners of war collaborated to some 
degree with the Communists. This collaboration included broadcasting ant: 
American propaganda, writing articles praising life under communism, “col 
fessing’”’ to the use of germ warfare, and signing peace appeals and other Com- 
munist petitions. Seventy-five prisoners of war agreed to become Communist 
spies and accepted espionage assignments in this country. Twenty-thre 
originally chose to remain in Communist China rather than to return to the 
United States. 
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The study also disclosed that there was, in the morale of some American 
prisoners of war, a breakdown which reached almost wholesale proportions. A 
number of soldiers informed on one another and fraternized with the enemy. 

death of some American prisoners could have been prevented if they had 
pot been completely neglected by their fellow captives. Not one American pris- 
oner Of war succeeding in escaping. That American military personnel col- 
jaborated at all is difficult to understand. Even more disturbing are the extent 
of the collaboration and the casual attitude of those who were guilty. 


CODE OF CONDUCT 


As a result of the study, President Eisenhower, in August 1955, promulgated 
for members of the Armed Forces a code of conduct specifying the duties and 
obligations of our fighting men. The report of the special committee which 
had recommended the adoption of this code pointedly revealed : 

“The uninformed POW’s were up against it. They couldn’t answer arguments 
in favor of communism with arguments in favor of Americanism because they 
knew very little about their America. * * *” 


BEHIND THEIR FAILURE 


The report concluded that our Armed Forces had not adequately prepared 
their men for the rigors of Communist indoctrination. It looked behind this 
failure, however, and stressed that our homes, schools, churches, and patriotic 
organizations must also assume greater responsibility in educating Americans 
in the principles which underlie our democratic way of life. The importance 
of such an affirmative long-range educational program is borne out by the spe- 
cial committee’s finding that, in many cases, our fighting men were at a dis- 
advantage because they knew less about the ideals and traditions of their own 
country than did their Communist interrogators. 


EXPOSURE AND EDUCATION NECESSARY 


The behavior of these prisoners of war was less an individual failure than it 
was an indictment of a society which had not prepared them adequately for 
their head-on collision with Communist indoctrination. All Americans must 
share some responsibility for the conduct of these prisoners of war. More 
important, we must not ignore this forceful example of the impact of Commu- 
nist psychological pressures. Our continued survival may well depend upon the 
action we take now to insure that all citizens, not only military personnel, are 
fortified against the continuous Communist ideological assault. 

We can defeat Communist ideology and—at the same time—reinforce the struc- 
ture of our own democracy by the combined process of exposure and education. 


LEGISLATIVE INQUIRIES 


The illusions of communism cannot withstand the penetrating light of truth. 
For a number of years, congressional and State investigations of communism, 
essential for the consideration of legislation, have focused the pitiless glare of 
publicity on many phases of Communist activity. The reports of these investi- 
gative bodies are readily available and include detailed information regarding 
the activities of the Communist Party, U.S.A., throughout the country. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, U.S. House of Representatives, has 
issued a convenient “Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications.” 
This is a listing of the various organizations cited by the Attorney General of 
the United States, as well as other organizations and publications found by con- 
gressional or State investigative committees to be Communist dominated. The 
introduction to this publication consists of a brief historical review of Commu- 
nist-front group activity, an explanation of the methods by which Communist- 
front groups are established, and a set of criteria to assist in detecting them. 

The effectiveness of these investigative committees in exposing the aims, prin- 
ciples, and methods of communism can best be measured by the bitterness and the 
intensity of Communist attacks upon them, as well as by the continuous Commu- 
nist campaigns to abolish them. 
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EYEWITNESSES 


Former Communists are also victims of Communist vituperation because of the 
important role they play in exposing the true nature of communism. Many of 
these persons, after renouncing communism, have testified before courts, admin. 
istrative hearings, and investigative committees. Through books, articles, ang 
lectures based on their firsthand knowledge, they have helped to alert the Public. 
In addition, their testimony has provided valuable evidence which has enabled 
the Government to prosecute Communists who violate our laws. By these ae. 
tions, many former Communists have not only rehabilitated themselves but haye 
made a substantial contribution to the security of all Americans. 


DUAL-PURPOSE EDUCATION 


Every exposure of communism’s false premises, inherent contradictions, deceit. 
ful tactics, and empty promises helps to shatter its ideological appeal and to 
fortify against its psychological pressures. 

But, in this struggle for men’s minds, exposure alone is not enough. Exposure 
must be complemented by a long-range educational program with a dual Purpose, 
This program must encompass, not only a penetrating study of communism, put 
also a thorough grounding in the basic principles of our individual freedom 
under law. 

INSTRUCTION AND STUDY 


Each year, more colleges are offering courses which present a critical analysis 
of the theory and practice of communism. In at least one college, a course of this 
type is compulsory. Books contrasting communism with democracy are now 
being published for use in our high schools. This academic instruction can be 
supplemented by individual study of the wealth of anti-Communist materia 
available as well as by widespread participation in group discussions and public 
forums. This program of education in communism must not, of course, constitute 
or be confused with the advocacy of Communist doctrine. It can and should be 
limited to a critical study of Communist principles and tactics and the material. 
istic philosophy underlying them. 


A WORD OF CAUTION 


Knowing what communism really is and how it operates will also help us to 
avoid the danger of confusing communism with legitimate dissent on controversial 
issues. Communism feeds on social ferment. On both the local and national 
levels, the Communist Party, U.S.A., is continually exploiting social, economic, 
and political grievances for its own tactical purposes. For this reason, the 
“party line” will frequently coincide with the views of many non-Communists on 
specific issues. We must not, therefore, indiscriminately label as Communists 
those whose opinions on a particular question may, on occasion, parallel the official 
party position. We must also guard against the tendency to characterize as 
Communists those who merely disagree with us or who advocate unorthodox or 
unpopular beliefs. 

When anyone is erroneously branded a Communist, it not only constitutes 
an injustice to the individual, but also helps communism by diffusing the strength 
of anti-Communist forces. In combating communism, we must beware of vigilante 
action. The responsibilities of citizens are to be certain of the facts and to report 
these facts to the proper authorities. 


DEVELOP DEMOCRACY 


Knowledge of the Communist enemy is only the first phase of the battle. This 
knowledge must be augmented by a continuous revitalization of our own in- 
herently superior strength through the practical, daily exercise and development 
of our democratic principles. Too frequently, emphasis is placed on acquiring 
an understanding only of the mechanical functions of our Government, such as 
elections, the enactment of legislation, or judicial review. This knowledge, im- 
portant as it is, becomes a mere collection of sterile facts without a deep appre 
ciation and a continuing awareness of the reason for the very existence of our 
form of Government—the freedom of the individual under law. Without the 
realization of this fundamental philosophy of freedom, such basic individual 
rights as freedom of speech, press, and religion are taken for granted. For 
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gotten is man’s bitter fight through the centuries to wrest these freedoms from 


tyranny. 
LOCAL INITIATIVE 


The exercise of these individual freedoms, which we often take for granted, 
js largely responsible for our Nation’s reputation for getting things done. Many 
of us have seen, or have even participated in, programs for community improve- 
ment promoted by private organizations and civic groups. Recognizing a speci- 
fie problem which required cooperative action, and sparked by individual ini- 
tiative, whole communities have organized, for example, to attract new industry, 
to eradicate blighted slum areas, to eliminate racial tensions, or to improve edu- 
cational opportunities. Public officials, religious leaders, representatives of 
pusiness, labor, and the professions, realizing a common interest, have fused 
their energies and, in many cases, have literally transformed their communities. 
Significantly, however, while many of the problems of these communities faced 
were similar, there was no set pattern in the solutions which were devised. 

Just as specific local problems and resources have determined the nature of 
the response, so too any organized program to immunize a community against 
Communist penetration must be tailored to prevailing local conditions. All that 
is required is imagination, resourcefulness, and some personal sacrifice coupled 
with the will to inspire positive action to combat communism and to strengthen 
democracy at the community level. 


LAW AND FREEDOM 


In the State of Florida, for example, the bar association developed a lecture 
program on the theme of the advantages of democracy over communism. These 
lectures are given to high school students throughout the State by specially 
trained practicing attorneys. The speakers outline how our Government oper- 
ates, what must be done to keep it functioning effectively, and why it is superior 
to the Soviet system. All of the lectures given under this program stress the 
duty of each citizen to interest himself actively in public affairs. The American 
Bar Association, in cooperation with the American Heritage Foundation, annu- 
ally observes Law Day with ceremonies throughout the country to contrast the 
rule of law in our country with the rule of fear in Communist nations. 


VETERANS AND AMERICANISM 


To offset the Communist Party’s celebration of May Day, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars sponsor an annual Loyalty Day parade in New York City. At 
its Indianapolis headquarters, the American Legion maintains an Americanism 
commission which provides information about communism to the public. 


RELIGION AND TRUTH 


Individual religious faiths have held training classes for members of trade 
unions who are actively opposing Communist attempts to infiltrate the labor 
movement. The interdenominational Foundation for Religious Action in the 
Social and Civil Order, of Washington, D.C., has been organized to stress the im- 
portance of religious truth in the preservation and development of democracy. 
Its goal is to unite all who believe in God in the struggle against atheistic 
communism. 

EXHIBITS AND KNOWLEDGE 


The Assembly of Captive European Nations prepared a large photographic 
exhibit featuring scenes of Communist domestic terror and Soviet imperialism. 
Sponsored by the AFL-CIO and other organizations, this dramatic exhibit was 
shown in a number of our larger cities, as well as in cities abroad. The Freedom 
Train, which toured the United States with such documents as the Constitution 
and the Declaration of Independence, gave many of our citizens, who would not 
ordinarily have had the opportunity, a chance to view these hallowed symbols 
of American freedom. 

As a public service, many individuals and private organizations prepare, or 
reprint, and distribute anti-Communist literature. In Pennsylvania, the depart- 
ment of public instruction, aware of the increasing demand for such a reference 
work, had the Library of Congress prepare a selected, annotated bibliography 
on Communism for use by teachers and students. 
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YOUTH AND DEMOCRACY 


Local activity can have far-reaching effects. A year ago, a group of graduate 
and undergraduate students decided to capitalize on the Communist-inspireg 
Seventh World Youth Festival held this summer in Vienna. They visited ¢o). 
lege campuses searching for students who could effectively represent the Uniteg 
States and who were willing to attend. They distributed pamphlets outlinip 
the Communist background of this and previous festivals, as well as booklets 
of facts and figures on issues which Communist propaganda has been exploiting, 
This group also conducted briefing sessions for the anti-Communists who planneq 
to attend. News accounts of the festival highlighted how the anti-Communist 
American delegates stole the Communists’ thunder as a result of their ability 
to correct the misconceptions and distortions of American society which haye 
always characterized these festivals. 


SEMINAR AND COMMUNITY ACTION 


Individual initiative and originality geared to local action are the wellsprings 
by which living democracy is continuously nourished. These examples illustrate 
how, in the very practice of democracy, the moral strength of our Nation is 
constantly replenished. Programs such as these, infused with a renewed senge 
of dedication, should be expanded, coordinated, and continued on a long-range 
basis. It is heartening to know that the national strategy seminar was held 
for the express purpose of stimulating positive action at the local level to deter 
communism and to enrich democracy. 


REALITY VERSUS ILLUSION 


Communism has hurled us a mortal challenge. Our response, and the response 
of free men everywhere, will determine whether or not freedom itself survives, 
It is no longer sufficient for us to adopt the negative approach of merely reacting 
defensively to every shift in Communist tactics. We must place greater en- 
phasis on the positive role which our democratic way of life can perform in this 
struggle. 

American reality is morally superior to the Communist illusion. It is superior, 
not because it is ours, but because it expresses the universal qualities of human 
nature. We possess the true legacy of man’s age-old struggle from slavery to 
freedom. Ours is an inheritance solidly grounded on the reality of man’s mani- 
fold needs and aspirations and on his inherent dignity and worth. 

A demonstrated faith in the heritage of democracy is our mightiest weapon 
in the struggle for the minds of men. Our military might and economic re 
sources, while effective, will not by themselves insure the victory of freedom over 
communism. These weapons must be reinforced by each citizen’s abiding aware 
ness of the intrinsic superiority of our society. From this awareness will develop 
a revitalized determination, not only to continue our resistance to communism, 
but to make our living democracy a force of moral persuasion which will capture 
the imagination of the entire world. 
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